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ACTIor,: Statement of Policy

SV12IARY: The t~uc1ear Regul a tory Cot1rnission has dec ided to pre-
pare a prograrnt1atic environmental itnpactstatenent on the decon-
tamination and disposal of radioattive wastes resulting from the
t'!a:-ch28, 1979 accident at Three',Bile Island Unit 2. For some
tiC1e the Comoission's staff has beenrnoving in this direction.
In the COr:tCl~ssion'sjudgment an overall study of the decontanina-
t ion and di spos a1 proces swill' assis t the Cowm:..ssion in carrying
out its regulatory resporrsibilitie~:under the Atocic Energy Act
to prot~ctthe public health and safety as decontamination
prog~esses. It Will also be in keeping with the purposes of the
Na:ional Environmental Policy Act to engage the public in the
COr.u!!ission' s decisior;-::1aki~e process, and to focus or. er.vi:-onrnental
issues and alternatives be~- 'I':) ',ccC".mit:nentsto specific clean-up
. . d Add . •. . 11 . ,.. -. .oJ •cnC.l.ces are rna e. ' ll.lonay,ln 'J.'lgntor tne extraOrL:lna:-yil

nature of ~his action and theexpre~sed interest of the President's
Council on Envircnoental Quality in the TIH-2 clean-up, the
Corr.Qission intends to co-ordinate its actions with CEQ. In
particular, before determining the scope of the programmatic
environcental impact statement the Cocmission will consult with
CE:Q.

The Commission :-ecognizes that there are st~:l areas or uncer-
!f

ta:G:: regard,ing the clean-up ope:-ation.
I For eXa~the precise'
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condi::icr. of the reactor core is not known at: this time and ca:1not

be known until the containment has been entered and the reactor

vessel has been opened. For this reason , it is unrealistic to

expect that the programmatic impact: statement will serve as a

blueprint, detailing each and eve~y.~tep to be taken over the

corning months and years with their'likely impacts. That the

planned prog=arr.rr.atic stateO'lentLnevftably will have gaps and will

not be a complete guide for all future actions does not invali-

date its usefulness as a planning ~ooli As more information

becoQes available it will be. incorporated into the decision-oaking

process, and ~.;here appropriate supplements to the prograt!'lI:latic

environr=ental impact stater:tent Will be issued. As the deconta:1ina-

tion of ~~I-2 progressesche COr."mission ~.;ill make any new info:'r.la-

tion a\"ailable to the public anc to :.the extent necessary will also

?re?a:e se?a:-ate environr:1entalstCitements or assessments for

i:1dividua: portions of the.over~l.l. 'clean-up e:fort.

2

[7590-01]

•

The Ge'/el,_'?cent of a programrnat:ic impact statement will not pre-

clude pronpt Commission action when needed. The Co~ission does

recognize, however, that as with its Epicor-II approval action,

a:1Y accion taken in the absence of an overall impact statement

will lead to arguments that the~~ has been an inadequate environ-

r.:ental analysis, even ~;here the COtnr.1ission' s actior'l. itself is

sUF'?o:-:ed by an environmental asses'sment. As in settling upon

the scope of the prog.rammatic impact statement, CEQ can lend

assistar:ce here. for example should the Commission before

ccrn?leti~g iti programmatic statement decide that it is in the
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best interest of the public health' and safety to decontaminate
the high level waste water no~ in.th~: containment building, or
to purge that building of its racioactive gases, the Commission
will consider CEQ's advice as to the Commission's NEPA responsi-i~

'bilities. Horeover, as stated in the Commission's Hay 25
statement, any action of this kind will not be taken until it has
undergone an environmental revi~~; and furthermore with oppor-
tunity for public COr.:lmentprovidec.'

However, consistent with our Hay 25.Statement, we recognize that
there may be eL:1ergencysituations:,'not 'now foreseen, ~vhich should
they Occur would require rapid action. To the extent practicable
the Commission will consult with: CEQ ,in these situations as well.

\iith the help of the public's CO~~ents on our proposals we intend
to assure, pursuant to NEPAan~ the Atonic Energy Act, that the
clean-up or ~I-2 is done consistently with the publiC health and
safety, and with awareness of the choices ahead. We are directing
our staff to include in the programmatic environmental impact
statement on the decontamination and disposal of TI!I-2 wastes
an overall description of the planned activities and a schecule for

I

their co~pletion along with a discussion of alternatives considereo
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a:1d the rationale for chOices ,made. h'eare also directing Our staff
to keep us advised of their p~ogress in these matters.

Cated at Washington, D.C. this ~'~day of November, 1979.


